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Dr Steve Quarrie has had a career doing research in the plant sciences for around 40 years, mainly at the Plant Breeding Institute, Cambridge and John Innes Centre, Norwich in the UK. In September 2001, he retired from the John Innes Centre and moved to Belgrade where he broadened his career to include university undergraduate and postgraduate teaching in the UK, Italy and Serbia and giving training courses. He has over 20 years experience of writing project proposals, both for research and higher education projects. He has also managed or coordinated several national and international research projects, including two EU Framework Programme collaborative research projects.

Dr Quarrie has developed expertise in introducing new procedures for quality assessment, particularly regarding research programmes and has been expert adviser to the Serbian Higher Education Accreditation Commission (2003-2004), as well as an expert for three Tempus projects on reforming higher education in Serbia, most recently in his role as a member of Obrazovni Forum, an educational NGO in Belgrade.

He has given training courses on aspects of research and pedagogic skills to professors and post-graduate students of Belgrade University since 2003, and now teaches this as an 8 ECTS module to PhD students of the Faculty of Biology, Belgrade university, where he is guest professor. The course has modules on good quality research, scientific writing, oral and poster presentations, management skills, student supervision and writing proposals. 
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Although he has a working knowledge of Serbian, as a scientist he can be lazy and use English in most of his discussions in the bureau!
